Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the
Friern Barnet & Whetstone Residents Association
held via Zoom on Thursday, 15 April 2021 at 7.30pm
Present:, David Thompson (Chairman), Tim Smedley (Treasurer and Membership Secretary),
Maria Jordan (Secretary), Yvonne Ruge, Richard Testar, Harry Gluck, Kate Salinger and 30
Members
Apologies for Absence: ET Baker, H. Block, Rita Brown, P. Kennedy, Felix Maguire, Keith
Martin, C&S Stanton, Elizabeth Tucker, Alan Wiseman, Annette & Julian Wootten
David Thompson opened the meeting stating his regret that it was being done via tele-conference and as a result only the formal business of the AGM would be dealt with. There would be
no guest speaker. He would be chairing the meeting and Tim Smedley would be hosting it and
managing the technology.
Tim Smedley explained the process for voting on the various agenda items and how the poll
would operate. He informed everyone that the meeting would be recorded. The recording would
be deleted once draft Minutes had been produced.
Maria Jordan then advised that she held 7 proxies from Members. She proposed each of Agenda items 2 to 7 in turn and asked Members to vote via the Poll. The results were as follows:
2. Minutes of the AGM held on 2 May 2019 were approved unanimously.
3. Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2019 and those
for the year ended 31 December 2020 were approved unanimously.
4. Chairman’s Report for the years 2019 and 2020 was approved unanimously.
5. Election of Officers: namely Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary. Maria Jordan advised that
she held 11 nominations for the incumbents - respectively, David Thompson, Tim Smedley and
Maria Jordan. No other nominations had been received. She proposed that they be elected as a
group. This was approved unanimously.
6. Election of Executive Committee: Maria Jordan advised that 11 nominations had been received for the incumbents; no other nominations had been proposed. She commented that this
was unfortunate as the Committee could do with extra help. She proposed that Yvonne Ruge,
Harry Gluck, Richard Testar and Kate Salinger be elected as a group. This was unanimously
agreed.
7. Reappointment of Bernard Mayes as Independent Examiner: Bernard Mayes has agreed
to remain in this role for another year. He was proposed and approved unanimously.
8. Amendment to Rule 21 of FBWRAs Constitution: David Thompson advised that this
change required the approval of 2/3rds of those present and voting. The proxies held would not
count. Tim Smedley explained that as online banking is now the norm, it is a more convenient
way to manage FBWRAs funds and especially so during the pandemic when access to NatWest
and banks generally was severely restricted. This will allow FBWRA to enter the 21st century.
This was proposed and unanimously agreed.

10. Chairman’s Closing Remarks: David Thompson advised that as no questions had been
submitted, he was now able to thank the Committee for their support and always constructive
criticism. On behalf of Tim Smedley, he thanked Bernard Mayes for his oversight of FBWRA’s
financial arrangements. He added that it had been an interesting 2 years. FBWRA had been
innovating, using available technology for this meeting, distributing the Newsletter and ad hoc
communications. However, there is a real need for more active Members to assist the Committee, which has reached the limit of what it can handle. For example, it would be difficult to run 2
campaigns simultaneously. He asked participants to provide feedback via the FBWRA email, no
matter if good, bad or indifferent. It would help the Committee very much. He thanked the Members for taking the time to attend.
Meeting ended at 7.50pm.
Post meeting note: on preparation of these Minutes the recording of the AGM was deleted.

